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ABSTRACT

This study examines the reconstruction of Islamic educational psychology in understanding the
learning and development of children with special needs. The background of this research lies
in the dominance of Western psychological paradigms, particularly the medical model of
disability, which often overlooks spiritual and holistic dimensions. The objective of this study
is to identify research trends, thematic structures, and opportunities for integrating Islamic
psychological concepts into inclusive education. Methodologically, this study employs a
quantitative bibliometric approach using data from academic publications analyzed through
VOSviewer, including network, overlay, and density visualizations. The results indicate that
Islamic education remains the dominant foundational theme, while emerging topics such as
inclusive education, parental involvement, self-efficacy, and learning disabilities reflect a shift
toward more practical and psychological approaches. However, a gap persists between
theoretical Islamic concepts and their implementation in inclusive practices. In conclusion, the
field is evolving as an emerging domain but lacks conceptual integration. The study implies the
need for developing applied models, strengthening international collaboration, and integrating
Islamic values with modern educational and technological approaches.

Keywords: Islamic education, inclusive education, children with special needs, educational
psychology, bibliometric analysis

INTRODUCTION

The World Health Organization (WHO) reports that around 1.3 billion people, or 16%
of the global population, live with significant forms of disability and continue to experience
inequities that contribute to higher mortality, morbidity, and functional limitations compared to
the general population population (World Health Organization, 2022). Among them are nearly
240 million children with disabilities worldwide, representing approximately one in ten
children and encompassing a wide range of conditions, including genetic disorders,
developmental delays, learning difficulties, sensory impairments, and psychosocial challenges
(United Nations Children’s Fund, 2021b). These children face substantial multidimensional
disadvantages, including a higher risk of never attending school (49%), lower literacy and
numeracy achievement (42%), reduced access to early stimulation (24%), increased
vulnerability to wasting (25%) and stunting (34%), as well as psychosocial challenges such as
unhappiness (51%) and discrimination (41%), all of which significantly hinder their educational
participation and overall development (United Nations Children’s Fund, 2021a).

The quantitative evidence above indicates that educational and parenting systems
worldwide, including Special Schools (SLB) and inclusive education settings, have not yet fully
achieved equitable learning environments for children with disabilities. Ideally, these
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institutions should function as safe and supportive spaces that enable every child to reach their
full potential. In this regard, educational psychology plays a pivotal role by providing
theoretical foundations for understanding learning processes, cognitive and affective
development, and the design of pedagogical interventions tailored to individual needs. For
children with special needs, psychological insights are especially important in developing
effective Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) that address specific functional barriers and
learning challenges (Cramerotti & Ianes, 2016; Mueller et al., 2019; Rakap, 2024).

However, the field of special education psychology continues to face a significant
epistemological challenge due to its long-standing reliance on Western psychological
paradigms (Kalyanpur, 1999). Much of the prevailing theory and assessment instruments have
been developed based on WEIRD (Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and Democratic)
populations, raising concerns about their cultural applicability in non-Western contexts,
including Muslim-majority societies (English & Szabo, 2026; Muthukrishna et al., 2020; White
& Muthukrishna, 2026). Consequently, the uncritical adoption of these frameworks may
perpetuate cultural biases and limit the effectiveness of psychological interventions for diverse
populations (Shou et al., 2022).

The main limitation of Western psychology in the context of special education is its
over-reliance on the medical model of disability. This model tends to view children with special
needs through the lens of pathology, where disability is constructed as a deficit, biological
damage, or deviation from the standard of "normality" that must be immediately rehabilitated
or "corrected" (Kalyanpur, 1999). In addition, Western approaches are often trapped in a
materialistic and secular paradigm that reduces human existence only to the bio-psycho-social
dimension, completely ignoring the spiritual dimension (Skinner, 2019). For families and
educators in Muslim society, this secularistic approach often clashes with their fundamental
belief system, in which the understanding of man is inseparable from his relationship with the
Creator(Rothman et al., 2024). (Shaikh, 2026)

Although the foundation of Islamic educational psychology offers a very humanistic
and dignified framework for people with disabilities, the reality is that concepts such as fitrah
and nafs have not been widely explored and applied systematically in the context of special and
inclusive education praxis (Farhan & Shobahiya, 2024). There is a striking research gap
between the theoretical discourse of Islamic psychology and its pedagogical implementation in
SLB classrooms and inclusive madrasas (Inayati et al., 2025; Machali & Suhendro, 2022). A
search of data on the Scopus academic database confirms this phenomenon. There are 306
documents that record the intersection between Islamic education, psychology, and the
education of children with special needs.

Responding to the reductionism of Western psychology, Islam actually has a very rich
and comprehensive conceptual treasury of human psychology. Islamic educational psychology
views the individual holistically through the integration of physical, intellectual, and spiritual
dimensions(Khofifah et al., 2025; Rothman & Coyle, 2018). There are two main ontological
conceptions in Islamic psychology that are very relevant for reconstructing the view of children
with special needs, namely the concept of fitrah and the concept of nafs. Fitrah refers to the
divine blueprint, which is the natural and holy tendency that exists in every human being from
birth to recognize God, love goodness, and seek the truth(Samsuri, 2020). In the eyes of Islam,
the physical, cognitive, and emotional limitations experienced by ABK do not damage or distort
their nature at all(Samsuri, 2020). On the other hand, the concept of nafs or soul provides a
framework for understanding the internal dynamics of human beings, which fluctuate between
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basic impulses (nafs al-ammara), moral awareness (nafs al-lawwama), to the achievement of
inner peace (nafs al-mutma'inna). (Ghani, Hafiz & Ahmad, 2024; Hanna-E-kalbi & Basharat,
2020; Reda, 2019)

Considering the urgency of fulfilling the educational rights of children with disabilities
globally and the limitations of the hegemony of Western psychology, paradigm reconstruction
is a necessity. Therefore, this study aims to: (1) identify the scientific structure and research
landscape of Islamic educational psychology related to the learning and development of
Children with Special Needs (ABK) through bibliometric analysis; (2) analyze publication
trends, collaboration patterns, influential themes, and thematic developments as reflected in
bibliometric visualizations; and (3) identify research gaps and opportunities for reconstructing
Islamic educational psychology as an alternative paradigm for special and inclusive education,
while formulating future theoretical and practical directions for the field.

METHOD

The study uses bibliometric design to map and analyze the development of scientific
publications related to Islamic psychology and education in the context of children with special
needs (Sholahudin et al., 2025). Bibliometric analysis is a quantitative method used to evaluate
the scientific literature through publication patterns, citation structures, theme development,
and intellectual networks within a field (Aria & Cuccurullo, 2017; Donthu et al., 2021a; Zupic
& Cater, 2015). This method allows the identification of research trends, influential authors, as
well as key themes that develop (Apriantoro et al., 2022).

First Stage

In the initial stage, a literature study is conducted to ensure the relevance of the topic
and develop the right search strategy. This process includes the identification of the main
concepts of the research, namely Islamic psychology, Islamic education, and children with
special needs, as well as learning and developmental aspects as the focus of the analysis.
Second stage

Furthermore, data collection was carried out through the Scopus database using
Boolean-based search techniques. The search strings used are as follows: TITLE-ABS-KEY
("Islamic psychology" OR "Islamic education") AND ("special education" OR "children with
special needs") AND ("learning" OR "development").

To maintain the quality and consistency of the data, this study limited the dataset to
journal articles because it has gone through a peer-review process so that it has a more reliable
validity and metadata structure for bibliometric analysis. In addition, only English-language
publications are used to ensure uniformity of terms and minimize analysis bias, considering that
English is the main language in international scientific publications. The research time span is
set at 20092025, with 2009 as the beginning of the availability of relevant data in the database,
and 2025 as the deadline to avoid incomplete data in the current year (2026) that has the
potential to cause bias. Based on these criteria, a total of 306 documents were obtained that
were considered representative for further analysis. Before the analysis is carried out, all of the
raw data is exported from the Scopus database and through a data cleaning process using
Microsoft Excel. This data cleaning process is carried out systematically to improve the quality
of the dataset, including: (1) the removal of duplicate documents that have the potential to arise
due to double indexation; (2) standardization of author name inconsistencies, for example,
uniting different spelling variations or initials in the database so that they represent the same
author entity; and (3) correcting inconsistencies in the name of institutions or affiliates so that
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data fragmentation does not occur in network analysis. Through this stage, the dataset used
becomes cleaner, consistent, and reliable, so that the results of the science mapping analysis
produced have a higher level of accuracy and trust.
Final Stage

The data that has been obtained is then analyzed by Scopus and uses the VOSviewer
software to visualize and explore the intellectual structure in the field of study. The analysis
process is carried out through several approaches, namely co-occurrence analysis to identify
the relationship between keywords, co-authorship analysis to see the pattern of collaboration
between authors or countries, and bibliographic coupling and co-citation to map the
relationship between documents. The results of the analysis were visualized in the form of
network visualization, density visualization, and overlay visualization which were used to
identify research clusters, development trends, and dominant themes. In addition, this study
also utilizes R-based software, namely Biblioshiny, to support advanced bibliometric analysis,
as well as Microsoft Excel in the process of processing and presenting data systematically.
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Figure 1. Research Flow
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Document Analysis

The bibliometric data in Table 2 shows that research on Islamic psychology and
education in the context of children with special needs was analyzed in the period from 2009
to 2025, which indicates that this study began to develop since 2009 and continues to increase
until the latest period for which the data is complete. During this period, there were 306
documents published in 176 different sources, such as scientific journals. This means that
research on this topic does not only appear in one or two journals, but is widely spread in many
journals, thus showing that the field of study is quite broad and interdisciplinary.
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Table 2. Main Information About Data
Description Results
Timespan 2009:2025
Sources (Journals, Books, etc) 176
Documents 306
Annual Growth Rate % 30,87
Document Average Age 3,41
Average citations per doc 5,114
References 16790
DOCUMENT CONTENTS
Keywords Plus (ID) 184
Author's Keywords (DE) 1095
AUTHORS
Authors 1017
Authors of single-authored docs 36
AUTHORS COLLABORATION
Single-authored docs 36
Co-Authors by Doc 3,57
International co-authorships % 17,97
DOCUMENT TYPES
article 306

In terms of development, this field of research has an annual growth rate of 30.87%,
which shows a fairly rapid increase from year to year. The average document age of 3.41 years
also shows that most of the research is still relatively new, so this topic can be said to be a
growing field of study. Meanwhile, the average citation of 5.114 per document shows that
articles in this field are starting to get attention from other researchers, although the level of
influence is still in the medium category.

In terms of document content, there are 1,095 author's keywords and 184 additional
keywords (keywords plus). Author's keywords are terms that are directly chosen by the
researcher to describe the main focus of their research, thus indicating the core topics studied.
Meanwhile, additional keywords are keywords that are automatically generated by the system
based on the content of the article, so that they can help uncover other themes that may not be
directly mentioned by the author. This large number of keywords shows that the research topic
has a wide and diverse scope.

In terms of authorship, there were 1,017 authors involved in the publication. However,
only 36 papers were written by a single author, so it can be concluded that most of the research
was conducted collaboratively. This is reinforced by an average of 3.57 authors per document,
which indicates that each study generally involves three to four researchers. In addition, the
international collaboration rate of 17.97% indicates that some studies have involved
cooperation between countries, although not yet very dominant.

In terms of document content, there are 1,095 author's keywords and 184 additional
keywords (keywords plus). Author's keywords are terms that are directly chosen by the
researcher to describe the main focus of their research, thus indicating the core topics studied.
Meanwhile, additional keywords are keywords that are automatically generated by the system
based on the content of the article, so that they can help uncover other themes that may not be
directly mentioned by the author. This large number of keywords shows that the research topic
has a wide and diverse scope.
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Figure 2. Document by Year

The graph of documents by year shows the publication trend from 2009 to 2025
demonstrates the growing academic interest in Islamic psychology and education for children
with special needs. During the period 2009-2017, the number of publications remained low and
fluctuating, indicating that this topic was still in its formative stage and had not yet attracted
substantial scholarly attention. However, beginning around 2017, publication output increased
steadily and experienced a marked acceleration after 2020. This growth reflects the maturation
of research in special and inclusive education, where studies have increasingly focused on
practical and complex educational challenges rather than exploratory inquiries (Liu & Potmesil,
2025). The rising trend has also been driven by global commitments to inclusive education and
equal learning opportunities for children with special needs, which have encouraged researchers
to explore the field from diverse perspectives, including psychological and religious approaches
(Affendi, 2025).

Furthermore, advancements in educational technology, such as assistive technologies,
e-learning platforms, and digital learning tools, have expanded educational accessibility and
stimulated further scholarly interest in the area (Kathy Cheng et al., 2025; Syifaa et al., 2025).
Additional contributing factors include the expansion of scientific journals, improved access to
research databases, and stronger international research collaborations, all of which have
facilitated knowledge production in special education (INCI & KOSE, 2024). Consequently,
the consistent rise in publications between 2020 and 2025, culminating in the highest output in
2025, indicates that Islamic psychology and education in the context of children with special
needs has emerged as a rapidly developing and increasingly significant field of study.

o
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Based on the frequency of publications, the productivity of authors can be classified into
three main stratifications. First, the core group (core/primary author) represented by Kistoro,
H.C.A. with 8 documents. This quantitative dominance places Kistoro (Kistoro et al., n.d.) as a
central figure or principal investigator who is most likely to be the driving force or catalyst in
this research cluster. Second, the moderate contributors group is filled by Alwaely, S.A.
(Kistoro et al., n.d.), Khasawneh, M.A.S. (Alkhawaldeh et al., 2023), and Latipah, E (Latipah
et al., 2020). The three recorded identical frequencies, namely 5 documents. Third, a group of
supporting authors consisting of six researchers, namely: Alkouatli, C. (Alkouatli &
Vadeboncoeur, 2018), Darawsheh, S.R. (Darawsheh et al., 2023), Dzulkifli, I. (Darawsheh et
al., 2023), Embong, A.H. (Abdullah et al., 2024), Faqihuddin, A. (Suresman et al., 2025), and
Purnomo, H. (Purnomo et al., 2022), with each producing 3 documents.

The similarity in the number of publications in the middle and supporting stratifications
provides a strong indication of an intensive pattern of collaboration (co-authorship). Authors
with an identical number of papers are more likely to be members of the same research group
or often publish papers together. Overall, this data structure shows a research model centered
on one dominant figure supported by a network of other researchers around him.
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Figure 4. Document by Affiliation

The institutional distribution of publications (Figure 4) reveals that research on Islamic
psychology and education for children with special needs is primarily driven by universities in
Indonesia and Malaysia, with Yogyakarta State University and Ahmad Dahlan University
leading the field (18 documents each), followed by Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (16
documents) and several other institutions from Southeast Asia and the Middle East. This pattern
indicates that knowledge production in this area is centered in developing countries rather than
Western nations, reflecting the strong relevance of Islamic education, socio-religious studies,
and inclusive education within these regions. Previous bibliometric studies have shown that
while developed countries continue to play a major role in special and inclusive education
research, contributions from developing countries are increasing significantly, highlighting
opportunities for broader global participation in the field. The prominence of Indonesian and
Malaysian institutions is closely linked to their large Muslim populations and expanding
Islamic educational systems, which make the integration of psychology, Islamic values, and
special needs education a particularly important area of inquiry. Moreover, the relatively
balanced distribution of publications across numerous universities suggests that this remains a
distributed research field rather than one dominated by a small number of elite institutions. The
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absence of a single institution with a substantially larger publication output, combined with the
relatively modest maximum of 18 documents per institution, indicates that the field is still in
an emerging and developing stage. This observation is consistent with studies showing that
special education research continues to expand through diverse themes such as inclusion,
educational technology, and student well-being, while remaining dispersed across multiple
institutions and research networks.

In addition, the high contribution of various universities indicates that research in this
field is distributed research field, not concentrated in one elite institution alone. Studies in
journals explain that special education research is produced by researchers from different
countries and institutions, as well as spread across many journals, which indicates that this field
has a wide academic network but is not always strongly connected between research groups.
This explains why many universities emerge with relatively similar contributions (none of
which are very dominant).
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Figure 5. Document by Country or Territory

The documents-by-country analysis provides a broader perspective than affiliation
analysis by showing the geopolitical distribution of scientific production. The data indicate that
Indonesia dominates the field with 165 publications, followed by Malaysia (55 documents) and
several Middle Eastern countries such as Jordan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.
This dominance reflects the strong relevance of integrating Islamic education, psychology, and
special needs education within countries that have large Muslim populations and extensive
Islamic educational systems. Previous studies suggest that the growth of inclusive education
research is closely related to local educational needs and national policies promoting
educational equity (Cretu & Morandau, 2020; Schouteden et al., 2016). The prominence of
Indonesia and Malaysia also highlights the increasing contribution of Global South countries
to knowledge production, demonstrating that research development is becoming more context-
driven rather than solely centered on Western academic traditions (Dignath et al., 2022).
Although Western countries contribute fewer publications in this dataset, they continue to play
an important role in providing theoretical and methodological foundations for inclusive
education research worldwide (Department of Economic and Social Affairs, 2020; Jurado-de-
los-santos et al., 2021). Furthermore, the documents-by-source indicator examines publication
distribution across journals and publishers, helping identify the main channels through which
knowledge in this field is disseminated (Passas, 2024).
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Figure 6. Document by per year Source

The documents-by-source analysis (Figure 6) shows that publications are distributed
across a variety of journals, with the International Journal of Evaluation and Research in
Education (15 documents) and the International Journal of Learning, Teaching and
Educational Research (14 documents) leading the field, followed by several Islamic education
journals such as the Journal of Islamic Religious Education (11 documents), Nazhruna Journal
of Islamic Education (9 documents), and the Journal of Islamic Education (8 documents). This
pattern indicates that research on Islamic psychology and education for children with special
needs is disseminated through both international education journals and specialized Islamic
education journals. Such distribution reflects an emerging and relatively unconsolidated field,
where knowledge production is spread across multiple publication outlets rather than
concentrated in a small number of dominant journals (Oztiirk et al., 2024). The increasing
number of publications in international journals since 2020 is consistent with the broader global
growth of research on education and inclusive education (Donthu et al., 2021b). Meanwhile,
the continued presence of Islamic education journals demonstrates the sustained importance of
religious and cultural perspectives within this area of study. The absence of a single
overwhelmingly dominant journal further suggests that the field remains in a developmental
stage and has not yet established a clear mainstream publication center.
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The sponsorship analysis (Figure 7) reveals that research funding in this field is
dominated by higher education institutions rather than government agencies. Of the 45 funded
publications identified, approximately 71% (32 documents) were supported by universities and
their internal units, while 29% (13 documents) received funding from government institutions
such as the Ministry of Education and Culture, the Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia, and
LPDP. This pattern is consistent with previous findings on country and affiliation distributions,
where Indonesia and Malaysia emerged as the leading contributors to research output. The
predominance of university-based funding suggests that knowledge production in Islamic
psychology and education for children with special needs is largely academically driven rather
than state-driven. Universities function not only as centers of research production but also as
key financial supporters of scholarly activities. This finding indicates a relatively independent
research ecosystem in Southeast Asia, particularly in Indonesia and Malaysia, where
institutions actively sustain research through internal funding schemes. Although government
agencies continue to play an important role by providing policy support and research
legitimacy, their contribution appears complementary rather than dominant. Overall, these
results reinforce the view that research development in this field is primarily shaped by
institutional capacity and local educational needs rather than by direct government intervention.
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Figure 8. Corresponding Author’s Countries

The SCP (Single Country Publications) and MCP (Multiple Country Publications)
analysis provides insight into the level of international research collaboration. The data (Figure
8) show that Indonesia dominates publication output with 124 articles, but most are SCPs (109
articles), while only 15 involve international collaboration, resulting in a relatively low MCP
rate of 12.09%. This indicates that Indonesia possesses strong domestic research capacity and
institutional independence, but its integration into global research networks remains limited. In
contrast, Malaysia demonstrates a more balanced pattern, with 31 SCPs and 6 MCPs out of 37
publications, reflecting a higher level of international collaboration (16.21%). Countries such
as Saudi Arabia, the United States, China, Jordan, and especially Australia exhibit even stronger
collaborative tendencies, with a larger proportion of MCP publications, suggesting greater
integration into global scientific networks. These findings complement previous analyses of
country, affiliation, and funding patterns, which showed that Southeast Asian countries,
particularly Indonesia, rely heavily on domestic institutions and internal funding to sustain
research activities. While this has contributed to strong publication productivity, the relatively
low level of international collaboration suggests opportunities to enhance the global visibility,
impact, and influence of research on Islamic psychology and education for children with special
needs.

Copyright (c) 2026 CENDEKIA: Jurnal Ilmu Pengetahuan
d https://doi.org/10.51878/cendekia.v6i3.11552

1869


https://jurnalp4i.com/index.php/cendekia
https://doi.org/10.51878/cendekia.v6i3.11552

CENDEKIA: Jurnal Ilmu Pengetahuan
Vol. 6, No. 3, Mei-Juli 2026
e-ISSN : 2774-4183 | p-ISSN : 2774-8030
Online Journal System : https://jurnalp4i.com/index.php/cendekia

-~

Jurnal P4l

Table 3. Most Globally Cited Documents

No Title TC TC/Year
1 How Technology Can Change Educational Research? Definition,
Factors for Improving Quality of Education and Computational 88 29,3
Bibliometric Analysis
2 Culturally Relevant Leadership: Advancing Critical Consciousness in
. . 47 5,9
American Muslim Students
3 Pedagogies in becoming muslim: Contemporary insights from
. : o : ) : 46 5,1
islamic traditions on teaching, learning, and developing
4 Inclusive education in Malaysia: Policy and practice 45 3,5
5 The dynamics of Islamic education policies in Indonesia 36 9

The analysis of the most globally cited documents indicates that technological
transformation has become a dominant theme in contemporary educational research. The article
How Technology Can Change Educational Research? received the highest number of citations
(88), highlighting the growing shift toward technology-driven and data-based educational
approaches. Likewise, highly cited studies on academic stress during the COVID-19 pandemic
demonstrate how global crises have reshaped learning systems and generated new educational
challenges. Alongside these trends, Islamic education remains a significant area of scholarly
attention. Influential studies on culturally relevant leadership, Islamic political mobilization,
and Islamic education policies illustrate the importance of Islam not only as an educational
framework but also as a social and political force. Furthermore, highly cited works on Muslim
pedagogies, character education, inclusive education, and institutional reform emphasize the
increasing focus on values, inclusivity, and character development within educational systems.
Collectively, these findings suggest that contemporary education is evolving toward an
integrative model that combines technological innovation, value-based learning, inclusivity,
and institutional transformation in response to global challenges.

Table 4. Most Locally Cited Documents

No Title LC GC

1 The Effects of Positive Parenting toward Intolerance in Pre-School Children 8 11

2 Implementation Of Religious Learning for Students with Special Education 4 5
Needs Through Online Applications During The Covid-19 Pandemic

3 Teacher communication in teaching al-Quran to special needs pupils with 4 6
hearing disabilities

4 Exploring Online Preschool Programs in children’s academic preparation for 3 ]
elementary school: a case study in Indonesia

5 The Role of The Counseling Teacher In Developing The Social Dimensions of ) 7

Children With Special Needs

The Most Locally Cited Documents analysis reveals that this research cluster is
primarily centered on early childhood education, inclusive education, and Islamic educational
practices for children with special needs. The most influential local reference is The Effects of
Positive Parenting toward Intolerance in Pre-School Children (LC = 8; GC = 11), highlighting
the importance of parenting in shaping children's social attitudes. Other highly cited local
studies focus on religious learning for students with special educational needs and
communication strategies in teaching the Qur’an to children with hearing impairments,
indicating strong scholarly attention to inclusive Islamic education. In addition, studies on
educational leadership, inclusive curriculum development, and technology-assisted learning
demonstrate an emerging effort to integrate managerial, pedagogical, and technological
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dimensions in supporting inclusive education. The presence of research linking Islamic values
with contemporary challenges, such as preventing gadget addiction among children, further
suggests that this field seeks to combine religious perspectives with practical educational
solutions.

Analisa Co-Occurrences

school culture
habituation '
teacher performance special education
Phildren
spdcial needs inclusive education

(Density)

Development degree

Relevance degree
(Centrality)

Figure 9. Thematic Map

The thematic map (Figure 9) indicates that the research landscape is primarily driven by
the motor themes of feaching—learning—human and education—technology—science, which
exhibit high levels of both relevance and development. This suggests that contemporary
educational research is strongly focused on learning processes, human development, and
technological innovation. In contrast, themes such as inclusive education—curriculum—teacher,
special education—children—special needs, and Islamic education—higher education are
positioned within the basic themes quadrant, indicating that they are widely connected to other
topics but remain insufficiently developed conceptually. Meanwhile, school culture—
habituation—teacher performance appears as a niche theme, reflecting a specialized but less
interconnected area of study. Themes related to online learning—COVID-19—parents and
intolerance—violence fall within the emerging or declining quadrant, suggesting temporary or
unstable research interest. Overall, the thematic structure highlights a gap between mainstream
educational research and studies on Islamic education and special needs education, revealing
opportunities for greater integration so that these topics can evolve into more influential and
well-developed areas of scholarship.
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Figure 10. Network Visualization
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The VOSviewer network visualization analysis groups keywords into clusters based on
their co-occurrence relationships, allowing the identification of major thematic structures
within the research field. Using a cluster size of 15 and a threshold of three occurrences, 67 out
of 127 keywords met the criteria for inclusion in the analysis. This threshold was applied to
reduce network complexity and enhance the clarity of thematic patterns. The results reveal three
main clusters representing distinct but interconnected domains of study. The green cluster,
centered on Islamic education, demonstrates the highest thematic dominance (24 occurrences,
21 links, total link strength = 30), indicating its central role in the research landscape. The red
cluster, focused on feaching, exhibits the strongest relational centrality (28 links, total link
strength = 49), suggesting that it functions as the primary connector among various research
themes. Meanwhile, the blue cluster, centered on inclusive education (16 occurrences, 21 links,
total link strength = 27), represents a more specialized domain that strongly connects issues
related to curriculum, early childhood education, and Islamic education. Overall, the network
structure highlights a balanced interaction between Islamic education, teaching practices, and
inclusive education, which together form the intellectual foundation of this research field.

Figure 11. Overlay Visualization

The overlay visualization illustrates the temporal evolution of research themes, with
colors ranging from purple (earlier studies) to yellow (more recent studies). The early phase
(2020-2021) was dominated by keywords such as religion, implementation, e-learning, and
Islamic education, indicating a strong focus on conceptual frameworks, educational
implementation, and technological adaptation in learning. As the field developed, attention
shifted toward themes such as teaching, learning, education, and inclusive education, reflecting
the integration of pedagogical concepts with more contextual educational practices. In the most
recent phase, the emergence of keywords such as parental involvement, self-efficacy, pesantren,
Islamic religious education, and child suggests a growing emphasis on individual development,
family engagement, and learner-centered approaches. The increasing visibility of learning
disabilities further indicates rising scholarly interest in addressing diverse learning needs.
Overall, the overlay pattern reveals a transition from broad, normative, and technology-oriented
discussions toward more specific psychological and educational concerns, highlighting the
maturation of research and the growing focus on child development and inclusive learning
within the framework of Islamic education.
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Figure 12. Density Visualization
The density visualization indicates that the highest-density areas are concentrated
around keywords such as Islamic education, teaching, learning, and education, suggesting that
these themes represent mature and well-established domains with extensive scholarly attention
and strong interconnections. Medium-density themes, including human, students, development,
curriculum, and inclusive education, also demonstrate substantial research activity, although
they remain open to further conceptual integration and development. In contrast, low-density
areas such as learning disabilities, parental involvement, early childhood education, character
education, social skills, pesantren, and deaf students indicate topics that have received
relatively limited attention within the research network. This pattern highlights an imbalance
between highly developed core themes and less explored peripheral topics. Consequently,
significant opportunities remain for future studies, particularly those integrating Islamic
educational psychology with contemporary issues related to children with special needs, family
involvement, and student developmental dynamics.
Table 5. Distribution of Keyword

Cluster Keyword Occurrence
Islamic Education 24
1 Character Education 9
Islamic Education Development 7
Pesantren 5
Teaching 14
2 Learning 13
Learning Process Education 12
Human 9
Inclusive Education 16
3 Curriculum 10
Inclusive Education  Early Childhood Education 7
Autism 4

The keyword distribution analysis reveals three major thematic clusters that represent
distinct but interconnected areas of research. The first cluster is centered on Islamic Education,
the most frequently occurring keyword, and is closely associated with themes such as Character
Education, Development, and Islamic Boarding School. This cluster highlights the importance
of values, character formation, and Islamic educational institutions as foundational elements of
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the field. The second cluster, consisting of Teaching, Learning, Education, and Human,
emphasizes pedagogical processes and educational practices, with Teaching serving as a key
connecting theme across the network. The third cluster focuses on Inclusive Education,
Curriculum, Early Childhood Education, and Autism, reflecting growing scholarly attention to
inclusion and the educational needs of children with disabilities.

Based on the findings, this study confirms that the reconstruction of Islamic educational
psychology for understanding the learning and development of children with special needs is
currently in a promising yet still developing phase. Islamic education remains the dominant
thematic foundation, indicating that Islamic values continue to serve as the primary framework
for scholarly discourse. At the same time, strong connections among themes related to teaching,
learning, and inclusive education demonstrate a growing effort to address the needs of children
with disabilities within educational settings. The increasing prominence of topics such as
parental involvement, self-efficacy, character education, autism, and deaf students further
suggests a gradual shift from broad normative discussions toward more practical and
psychological approaches. This trend reflects the emergence of an alternative paradigm that
seeks to move beyond the dominance of Western medical models of disability by incorporating
holistic Islamic concepts, including fitrah and nafs, into educational practice.

Despite this progress, the field continues to face significant challenges. Thematic and
density analyses reveal that Islamic educational psychology remains insufficiently integrated
with mainstream global research, which is increasingly driven by technological innovation and
data-based approaches. Moreover, important topics such as learning disabilities, social skills,
parental involvement, autism, and deaf education remain underexplored, highlighting
substantial opportunities for future research. To strengthen the field, scholars should expand
international collaboration, develop more contextual psychological models, and translate
theoretical concepts into practical interventions, such as fitrah-based Individualized Education
Programs (IEPs) supported by developmental psychology and assistive technologies. Greater
engagement with international special education and inclusive education journals is also needed
to enhance global visibility. Nevertheless, the findings should be interpreted with caution, as
this study relies on bibliometric data from selected databases and emphasizes quantitative trends
rather than in-depth qualitative analysis.

CONCLUSION

Based on the bibliometric analysis of 306 Scopus-indexed documents published
between 2009 and 2025, this study demonstrates that Islamic educational psychology in the
context of children with special needs is an emerging research field with a strong annual growth
rate of 30.87%. Knowledge production is largely concentrated in Indonesia and Malaysia, while
the dominant thematic clusters consist of Islamic Education, Teaching and Learning, and
Inclusive Education. These findings indicate that Islamic education remains the primary
foundation of discourse, although its psychological application to special needs education is
still developing.

The analysis also reveals a gradual shift in research focus from broad normative
discussions toward more specific psychological and educational concerns. Early themes such
as religion, Islamic education, and e-learning have evolved into topics related to parental
involvement, self-efficacy, Islamic religious education, and pesantren. However, international
collaboration remains relatively limited, particularly in Indonesia, suggesting that stronger
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global research networks are needed to increase the visibility and impact of scholarship in this
field.

Furthermore, the study identifies significant opportunities for future research. Themes
such as learning disabilities, social skills, parental involvement, autism, and deaf education
remain underexplored, while the integration of Islamic educational psychology with
mainstream educational and technological research is still limited. Therefore, future studies
should focus on developing practical models based on Islamic psychological concepts such as
fitrah and nafs, including fitrah-based Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), while
integrating developmental psychology and assistive technologies to support more holistic and
inclusive educational practices for children with special needs.
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